
10. Aer the civil war, the original 3 ½ story Greek Revival building was replaced with a  
“more modern” 4 story High Victorian Gothic as shown in the photo shown here.

9. e Appleton Block Building, home to the former Appleton Bank, is one of only three 
remaining examples of High Victorian Gothic architecture in Lowell. 

8. e 4 story building is over 42,000 square feet and has 200 doors and windows.

7. e building was decorated with pointed pediments, pinnacles and iron cresting but 
they were removed  in the 1960’s when the exterior was covered with a massive black 
aluminum screen to make it look more modern as shown in the photo below.

6. e building contained three bank vaults – one in the main bank lobby, one in what
used to be “Rosie’s café” and one that remains in the basement.

5.A 35,000-pound forkli had to be brought in to remove the 18” thick, stainless steel 
vault door from the main bank lobby that weighed six tons.

4.More than 1.5 million pounds of debris were removed including 15,000 bricks, 20,000 
nails and 300 radiators.

3. Plastering was delayed because the contractors were working on a project for power-
couple Tom and Giselle.

2.e building is owned by Arthur "Chip" Gonsalves, a Lowell resident and vascular 
surgeon who was inspired to learn about our non-profit mission and became 
committed to our vision for Element Care in Lowell.

1. When completed, the building will house one of the most state-of-the-art PACE centers in the country,
equiping our organization to serve hundreds of older adults and their caregivers across the Merrimack Valley.

166 Central Street, Lowell
The Future Home of Element Care

Here are 10 fun facts from Element Care’s renovation project of an aban-
doned, four-story Victorian Gothic building built in 1879 that is being
transformed into a state-of-the-art PACE (Program of All-inclusive Care
for the Elderly) site in the heart of downtown Lowell.   

While it has been rewarding to help enrich the architectural landscape of
Lowell, our real mission is focused on enriching lives of adults 55+ and
helping them live safely and comfortably in their homes and communities
for as long as they can.  at said, we hope you enjoy these 10 tidbits about
the history of and renovation at 166 Central Street and invite you to join
us for our grand opening this Fall.
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